odd Murphy's paintings
have become mellawer in
“the two years since his Jasl
show at The Lowe Gallery,
thecir
bizarre
subject
matler

Murphy are now on the ntst-col-
lect markel. o

notwithstanding. Backgrounds show much
less frantic brush work, and only a lew pic-
tures' surfaces are buricd beneath multiple,
choppy layers of Plexiglas.
The color photographs
" enbarged and ranslerred to
I canvas  that  Murphy
cmploys for his central
I images aen’t worked avér
with paint and gesso this
time, so they'se both morc
defincd and softer looking.
And because of this, their
distinctiveness from the
surrounding grounds becomes
both physical and psychologi-
cal. . .
That's what's new technically”
about Murphy's work, What's
more significant is that Murphy
Lhas not simply sustained but
deepened the quality of his
work under the greatest pres-
sure: Success. s monu-
mental paintings are now
. priced up to $45,000,°
\  thanks to a rising rep-
“ ulation and the fact
~that - The Lowe-
Gallery opened a.
brauch in. Los
- Angeles last
.. year. (No, the
“prices don't .

'npég-e 30

) go up because there e two gallerics o oper-
ate. They go up because they must be identical
in both locaiions. and they must be in line with
the LA market. And they go up because —
with.a few enlightened exceptions —
_Atlania’s inscqure collectors won't take the
work seriously otherwisc.)

“The work is'up to the challenge.

. ..There are p staggering 66 items in this

! 'show. including diry charcoal and oilstick
drawings on paper, mixcd-media paintings of
all sizes, and a handful of objects that are
models for the pictures. There arc four sub-

. jects: a chandelier, a poose, a boxer, and an
andiogynous figure that looks by turns moun-
ful, powerlul, sinister, or saintly.

All the subjects me frozen in the centers of

i .the pictures, surrounded by paint so thick and

i black it.looks like tar. None of the faces of the

« ligures in the paintings are visible. 1 they

searen’t washed in shadows, they ‘re slwouded in

(abric,:or,ubscured by fiuits or fowl.

It is this, pulppble_sense of forehoding, this
mysteriousqutmospheric sweep that makes
“Murphy's pictures as. good as they arc. The
size of the larges) ,works.impresses by itsel,
sbutythe troubling aury, central to this body of

. workjiszin. the smallest, pictuses too. That the

. quality;{§€onsisten) throughout nearly six
-dozen srtwotksy and that;Murphy has been

’ able 1 produce 56 Many things in only a ycar

(since his West Coast show) is remarkable. m
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